[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.wmf]




                                                                             



THE MOUNTAIN VIEW


MESSENGER


Vol. 7				10/30/2011			Issue 44





   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For
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MOUNTAIN VIEW
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Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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Often times we do and say things that are not pleasing to God (that 


is what sin is about) but it is our reaction to the chastening of His word that displays the true nature of our heart. If we fail to repent of our sin, we are doing so from a rebellious heart and not one of the innocence of children. Can we expect God to be pleased with us?


      Little children want to please their parents and they learn to do this by the instruction we give them in love. So it must be with us, if we are to have son-ship with God. It is said of God, "For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth", (Heb. 12:6). The word is "paideno" or "paideia" and is exclusive to training children by instruction and not punishment. When Paul admonishes, "And, ye fathers provoke not your children to wrath: but nurture them in the chastening and admonition of the Lord". (Eph. 6: 4), it is in the 


image of God, with His children, that these words are given. A pure heart allows one to say "not my will but Thy will be done".


     As we worship God today, 


let us all approach Him with the 


heart of a child, ready to hear His instructions and strive to please Him.


Do all things without murmurings and questionings:  that ye may become blameless and harmless, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom ye are seen as lights in the world, (Phil 2: 15)





		Joe Phillips





    The title of this article is taken from a recent book on the subject of divorce:  Roderick Phillips, Putting Asunder: A History of Divorce in Western Society (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988).  In 640 detailed and heavily-documented pages, the author traces thinking about divorce in Western society since the middle ages.


    It would be futile to attempt to review this extensive study in a brief article.  I thought, however, that many readers would be interested in knowing about the book, and I was particularly fascinated by a couple of the author’s conclusions.


     First, Phillips exposes beyond dispute the extraordinary explosion of divorce in modern Western society.  One of the themes of the book is a search for an explanation for “the rise of mass divorce during the twentieth century” (page 630).  This rise in the divorce rate is documented by statistical evidence, and is confirmed by a careful analysis of the liberalizing of divorce laws in the last century.  Social acceptance and legal protection has transformed divorce from a “last resort of the desperate” to “the most attractive and common response to marriage breakdown” (page 631).


     Phillips chronicles in detail the relaxation of religious teaching against divorce.  While some of the early Protestant reformers held loose and eccentric views on the subject (every modern exegete is likely to find some ammunition in this book for his position), the rise of mass divorce has been accompanied by a steady decline in religious sanctions against the practice.








with “affection.”  While romantic notions were less important in the selection of mates in earlier centuries. Phillips finds no evidence that there was likely to be less “affection” in a marriage relationship in the 17th century than in the 20th.


      In simpler times, people expected less from marriage, seeing it primarily as a means of sharing the responsibilities of life, of rearing a family, and providing a degree of economic stability and security.  In modern times, people are much less likely to accept male and female roles and responsibilities frequently see children as a liability rather than an asset (Or else believe that children need not be conceived within marriage) and find marriage a financial liability rather than an asset.  Often, modern marital expectations are much more fantasy-filled—the desire for a glamorous and appealing partner, a need for someone to share the fun with.


     The lesson that Christians must learn in a society riddled by deteriorating families is to teach the young the meaning of Christian marriage.  Too often, Christian young people share the elusive marital expectations of their non-Christian friends.  Frequently, they marry non-Christians who should not be expected to have realistic expectations and who have no genuine commitment to a lifetime of marriage.  


     The question, I think, is whether we believe, and whether we can persuade our children to believe, that a successful home and marriage is not built on money and pizzazz, but on character and morality.  Such a marriage can survive—even in the stresses of our society.





					





Putting Asunder


By Ed Harrell


The lesson that Christians must learn in a society riddled by deteriorating families is to teach the young the meaning of Christian marriage.





     This growing looseness of religious teaching has not been the cause of the increased social acceptance of divorce.  


It is rather a symptom of the degree to which religion succumbs to social pressure.  In short, whatever one may believe about New Testament teaching on divorce, Phillips clearly documents the capitulation of conviction to convenience.


Perhaps even more intriguing is the author’s exploration of the reasons for the massive rise in divorce.  Phillips notes the obvious ways in which marriages are influenced by such forces as economics and political and social instability, but he also astutely argues that, finally, successful marriages are built on the determination of the two individuals to stay married.  That choice, of course, is related to the presence or absence of economic problems, the advisability of having children, and other social considerations.


     More important, however, in deciding the success of a marriage is the degree to which it fulfills the expectations of the partners.  Phillips concludes:  “Thus notions of marital expectations must be central to any explanation of either marriage breakdown or divorce.  Rising expectations, together with the implicitly greater likelihood of failure to achieve them, are fundamental. . . . It seems likely that the very elevation of expectations carries with it a correspondingly greater likelihood of disappointment” (pages 630-631).


The rising marital expectations that have led to the explosion of divorce rates have nothing to do





Pure Hearts and the Kingdom


But Jesus said, Suffer the little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for to such belongeth the kingdom of heaven.  (Matt 19: 14)





     As most of you know, I have a love and fascination for small children. I am intrigued 


with their love of life, their grasp of instruction and how they employ what they learn, their reaction to correction and above all, their innocence in all of this. Pure in heart they are waiting, looking to parents, to be filled with truth.  What a sobering responsibility we have to guide them in truth. 


     When Jesus said " Suffer the little children to come unto me; forbid them not: for to such belongeth the kingdom of God". (Mark 10:14), it was of this innocence that he spoke. Furthermore 


it is to you and me (i.e. adults) that He is speaking. The Kingdom of God is made up of those who have the pure heart of a child. A heart that will turn toward the Father, willing to receive His instructions and please Him. It is so certain, that He goes on to say, “Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall in no wise enter therein".  (Mark 10:15) Jesus makes it very clear that this is the only way to see God. In His teaching of the beatitudes, He said, " Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God". (Matt 5:8) 


 				Cont. on page 3

















FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Sis.  Nancy Wood; Sis. June Guyton has


struggling with bronchitis for some time.


Bro. Richard Phillips recovering from a fall.


Chris Roy and Sis. Rhetta Chris’ thyroid was 


removed and he will need more treatment. 


Ryan and Amanda; Ralston’s improvement 


Sis. Ellizabeth Hammond’s sister Becca


Debee had to come off chemo treatment and


 is not doing well. 


All of our expecting mothers: Lyndsey


Wilcox; Emily Clark; Libby Behrmann; 


Anna Tramell; Stephanie Adams;








________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @


� HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Whit Hays        


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper--- Brad Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Joe Phillips


   Asst. 2-----George Wilcox


   Asst. 3-----Chris Jackson


   Asst. 4-----Chase Shaffer


   Asst. 5-----Garrett Douthitt


2nd Prayer----Preston Jackson 


Read Scripture---Jeff Lacquement 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Wes Guyton


Closing Prayer-Michael Behrmann 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Josh Sams


Song Leader---Marty Hammond


2ed Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Read Scripture---Michael Burke


Sermon---C Bowman/C Shaffer


Lord's Supper---Brad Bowman


Announcements—Wes Guyton


Closing Prayer---Don Gilbert


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steve Tramell


 Invitation---Justin Douthitt


 Closing Prayer---Dion Clark





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














